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Mother Emilie Gamelin, foundress of the Sisters of
Providence, understood what it was like to be needy
and suffering; she lost both parents when she was
very young and had to rely on the charity of relatives
for her care and education. After the loss of her hus-
band and three young children, she organized with a
group of women and devoted her life to service and
caring for the needy.

Bishop Ignace Bourget admired this work and
brought about the formation of a new religious com-
munity. People called them the "Sisters of Provi-
dence" because they were very poor and relied upon
God's Providence (God's loving care) to provide
what they needed to help the people. Everywhere the
Sisters went they praised God's Providence and
taught others to rely on God, too. It was only a few
years before people in other areas began to ask for
Sisters of Providence.

Their institutional ministries served multiple com-
munity needs. A hospital, for instance, might take in
orphans and the elderly and care for them for many
years, a school might set aside a place for the elderly
and sick. Most of the Sisters” work was done in fron-
tier areas where other people were not available or
not willing to go. The Sisters often had very little to
work with and in common with other pioneers they
learned much on the job and used all their courage
and inventiveness to do the best that they could.

Today, the Sisters of Providence are responsive to
the need for shelter, food, respite, spiritual direction,
pastoral and palliative care. They provide for the
marginalized and vulnerable by working together
with existing social, education and health care
organizations. Their emphasis is on leadership to
promote justice through effective social change and
by providing direct service to those in need.

SISTERS OF PROVIDENCE
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3005 - ugth Street, N.W.
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Sisters of Providence in Western Canada since 1886
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Divine Providence, Be Forever
Adored, Loved and Thanked
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